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The third continent

2

« The way I write, the way I produce knowledge texts, is 
based not on the idea that the text would be pretty, chic or 
desirable, but on a conception of the social sciences in 
dialogue with literary creation. Writing, for me, does not 
refer to fiction, but to the invention of forms, of research 
texts, the research relating both to the facts to be 
established, the sources which attest to them and the form 
by which they are reported. Research has forms and it is 
possible to renew them.» (Jablonka, 2024, p. 35)



From fiel to research
2017 : experience of the contradictions that weave
the accompaniment of unaccompanied minors = 
explore this tension by enrolling in university

2020 : first research : tensions between politics, 
technique and humanism

2021 : action research by bringing these tensions in 
spaces of conflict
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The third continent
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« Since the subjectivity of the researcher (whether 
unconscious, intuitive, assumed or reasoned) necessarily 
permeates his research, it seems important to me to bring 
to light the following, vital, visceral question, with which he 
identifies and without which he would only do scholarly 
work. It is necessary, for scientific reasons, to translate into 
general, socially appropriate terms, the intimate question 
that haunts the person who asks it; and, at the end of the 
journey, the development of knowledge relieves an 
obsession, heals suffering.» (Jablonka, 2024, p. 205-206)



The history of  my ancestors
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Being listened to by my peers in this way, in a 
caring and non-judgmental climate Draperi, 
2016, p. 71) had “the corollary of a lasting effect 
of memory reactivation” which subsequently 
promoted “the resurgence and the exploitation of 
ignored connections” (Lago & Surian, 2020, p. 
157). 



A triple commitment

Woman with personal
experience of society

Professional

Researcher
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Go for the method
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The story of  poverty
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Exile and poverty
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Political exile
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Family and collective memory
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A double influence, “marked by the feeling of parental fragility and 
suffering, associated with that of strength, courage and commitment" 
(Mathier, 2006, p.5). 

An “acute awareness of the fragility of democracy and republican 
values” (Mathier, 2006, p. 138-139

 ”Existence of a feeling of reinforced otherness and that of an 
exacerbated sensitivity to humanist values” (Mathier, 2006, p. 80) 

A duty of vigilance and resistance “to any totalitarian attempt” or “to 
any act flouting human dignity” (Mathier, 2006, p. 139)



Autobiography resonated to build the 
path of  research
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A socio-historical approach

The heuristic link between the sociogenetic
approach to social représentations and the
concept of collective memory

Towards a dialogical approach to social
representations



The figure of  the foreigner put 
of  the test in social work

The aim of the first part : known as contextual, is to 
examine the tensions that have marked social work
since the beginning of the 20th century, and to 
narrow the focus on the care of foreigners
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The retrospective dimensions of history are used
here to understand the current situation, and to 
frame the continuation of the research work in terms
of forward-looking questions about professionnel 
practices

14

The figure of  the foreigner put 
of  the test in socialwork



Social thought as a theoretical referent

This conception of expected social représentations 
as both products and processes leads us to cite the 
work of Kalampalikis and Apostolidis who wrote in a 
book chapter that « social thought is both constituted
and constitutive, describing social reality as it is
constructed through our inteactions, actions and 
communication, and forming a thinking environment
that determines our perception of reality and guides 
our actions » (2016, p. 74). 
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In conclusion
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« If you really want to 
understand something, 
try to change it », Kurt 

Lewin
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